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continuance of good relations between landowners,
such as the lords of Chevron, and their people. It
suggested that any disintegration of such good
relations might be attended by the most disastrous
consequences.

The Dowager Duchess was pleased with this
composition. She sent for her surviving sons.
Lord Geoffrey, Lord John, and Lord Richard, and
commanded her man of affairs to read it aloud to
them. The man of affairs, who in the solitary
presence of the Dowager Duchess was the meekest
and most sycophantic of mortals, recovered some
degree of masculine self-esteem when confronted
with these three male representatives of the House
of Chevron. He was uncertain as to how they
would regard his part in the affair of the letter;
they might even consider that he had had no
business to write it. But he was a poor man, with
three children to support, and he could not be
expected to go against the wishes of the Dowager
Duchess. Thus he argued to himself, and hoped
that Lord Geoffrey, Lord John, and Lord Richard
would sympathise with his position. If the Dowager
Duchess chose to make a fool of herself, it was no
affair of his; he was there to do what he was told.
To his surprise, and also to his relief, neither Lord
Geoffrey, nor Lord John, nor Lord Richard,
questioned his part for a moment. On the con-
trary, they entirely approved their mother's action.
They applauded it as most timely and proper.
With her, they settled down to await a satisfactory
reply. With her, they exploded into a momentary